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A BIBLICAL EXAMINATION
OF THE RESURRECTION
OF THE DEAD
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SECTION 4

Miscellaneous



FACTS CONCERNING THE ANTICHRIST

WWHo WILL HE BE, AND WILL THE CHURCH SEE HIM?

2 Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means, for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be
revealed, the son of perdition.

“That day,” in verse three, is in reference to the seven year tribulation.
The man of sin, who is the antichrist, will not be revealed until that day
comes. The church will be taken at the rapture prior to the tribulation.

The church will not know who he is.

In verses six and seven of the same chapter we are told that the
“withholder,” and, “he who letteth,” will be taken out of the way. That is
in reference to the Holy Spirit.

In verse eight we are told, “And then shall that wicked one be
revealed.”

The wicked one, who is that man of sin, and the, son of perdition, will
not be revealed until the Holy Spirit is removed.

If the Holy Spirit is removed, so is every member of the church. Jesus
Christ said the Holy Spirit would be in and with every saved born again
child of God. If He is removed, so is the church. The Lord said He, the
Holy Spirit, would never leave us. ( ref. John 14:15-17)

HIS MANY NAMES

The name antichrist, which is mostly used, comes from 1 John 2:18-22
4:3 2 John 7.

The name means simply, “against Christ.” More specifically, it means,
“hard against, and over against.”

In 1 John we are told that anyone who is against Christ is an antichrist.
We are also told that there is “A” antichrist who will come.
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HIS MANY NAMES

He is also called the, “beast,” in Revelation chapter thirteen, and
Revelation 11:7.

2 Thessalonians chapter two calls him the, “man of sin, the son of
perdition, the mystery of iniquity, and the wicked one.”

He is also the rider on the horse of Revelation chapter six.
HIS POWER AND AUTHORITY

His power and authority comes from Satan. 2 Thessalonians 2:9.

Therefore, he will be a manifestation of the personality of Satan in the
flesh and blood body of a man.

In Revelation chapter twelve verses twelve and thirteen, we see the
devil is cast out of heaven into the earth. At this time he will indwell the
antichrist physically.

We must remember however, all these things are done by the will of
God and he has absolute control over his word.

HIS PERSONALITY

Since he will be a manifestation of Satan, he will take on the personality
of Satan. He will have the personality of the old devil, even before he is
literally indwelt by him. He will be everything the devil is in human
form.

He will exalt himself above God.... Ref. Isaiah 14:9-17 2 Thessalonians
2:4

He will be pride filled and puffed up.... Ezekiel 28:11-19 2
Thessalonians 2:4



HIS PERSONALITY cont.

Since he will be a manifestation of satan, he will think and act like
satan. He will have all the attributes of satan.

He perverts and distorts the word of God and hinders the truth of the
gospel. Ref, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 Matthew 4:6 13:19 2 Corinthians
4:4

Is a deceiver, a liar, and a murderer. John 8:44 2 Corinthians 11:13-15
1 Kings 22:22

HIS NATIONALITY, CITIZENSHIP, ETC.

Since Jesus Christ was the Messiah Israel was looking for, and they
rejected him, they are still looking for their Messiah, The antichrist will
appear to be the Messiah they are looking for. They will accept him as
the long awaited King of Israel. Ref. Daniel 9:24-27

Therefore, he must be Jewish, and he will be. Ref. Ezekiel 21:25-27
Daniel 11:37,38

He will also be an Assyrian. He will be a Jew of Assyrian citizenship.
This is only logical since he must also be accepted by the Arabian nations
and particularly the Muslims, who also reject Christ. Ref. Isaiah 10:5-
27. Notice the words “in that day,”

He will not be married, and considering his nature, will probably be
homosexual. Daniel 11:37

He will be intellectual and a great speaker Daniel 8:23 ( Antiochus was
a type of the antichrist ) Daniel 11:21 11 Thessalonians 2:9

He will be a military and political genius. Daniel chapters seven and
eight, Revelation 6:2 Revelation chapters thirteen and seventeen.
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three years, in the middle of the seven year tribulation, he will be
physically indwelt by Satan, the devil, who is called the serpent and the
dragon. Revelation 12:9 2 Thessalonians 2:9



THE RESURRECTIONS

Daniel 12:2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

John 5:28,29 Marvel not at this; for the hour is coming, in which all that are in
the graves shall hear his voice,

And shall come forth: they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

There are two resurrections mentioned in the Bible. The resurrection of life and
the resurrection of death, or damnation. Both are eternal according to the Lord
Jesus Christ. :

The resurrection of life is called the first resurrection, and the second
resurrection is called the second death.

Revelation 20:5,6 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first resurrection.

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection; on such the
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years.

The first resurrection has to do with all of those who are saved by faith in the
finished work of Christ on the Cross. These are called the “just”, and those who
have “done good.” They are just and good because they have believed the Word
of God and put their trust in his Sen Jesus Christ, who died on the Cross for their
sins.

The second death, which is the second resurrection, is made up of all those who
are lost in their sins because they reject salvation by faith in Christ, because they
refuse to believe the Word of God.

However, there are some things we must consider. These are, the resurrection
of the church, which we call the rapture, and the resurrection of the just who lose
their lives during the seven year tribulation.

There is also the resurrection of Israel as a nation, prior to their inheriting the
Kingdom for one thousand years.

There are also other resurrections we must consider, such as the two witnesses,
who have a resurrection in the middle of the seven year tribulation. What part do
they have in the first resurrection, since they would be considered part of the
group called the just?



If there is to be a resurrection, then it is a resurrection from what? How and
where do we fit in? When and where do these resurrections take place? How do
we know there will be a resurrection?

There will be a resurrection because of the resurrection of Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not
risen.

1 Corinthians 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead and become the first
fruits of them that slept.

1 Corinthians 15:23 But every man in his own order: Christ the first fruits;
afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.

There will be a resurrection of the just because Christ, the first fruits, rose from
the dead. There will also be a resurrection of the unjust, because Christ said so.

It is also important to note the words, “every man in his own order.”
THE INTERMEDIATE STATE

If while we wait for the resurrection, where do we go? Do we cease to exist? Are
we in a state of limbo, or a state of trance? Are we aware of our existence?

In Luke chapter sixteen we have the account of the just and the unjust who have
died. The saved and the lost. They were awaiting their resurrection. The one
was a rich man who died in his sins because he did not believe God’s Word.

The other two men mentioned were Abraham and a man by the name of
Lazarus.

Luke 16:22,23 And it came to pass that the beggar died, and was carried by the
angels into Abraham’s bosom; the rich man also died and was buried;

And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off,
and Lazarus in his bosom.
The word hell in verse twenty three is a mistranslation. It is the Greek word
Hades. Hades is the equivalent of the Hebrew word Sheol. It is not only a literal
place, it is also a condition. Let us consider some points.
1. Abraham and Lazarus were being comforted. The rich man was in torment.
2. They were all very much aware of their state.

3. They could still think, and communicate, and feel, and act.
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Hades was the temporary abode of those awaiting a resurrection. It still is for
some. Hades, which is the same as Sheol, the Hebrew word for the same place, is
where everyone went upon death, until the Cross.

When Christ went to the Cross things changed. On the Cross Christ told the
thief, “today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” ( Luke 23:43 )

When Christ died on the Cross he went to the paradise side of Hades. He did
not go to hell as some people ignorantly assume. There was no reason for Christ
to go to torment.

NOTE: This is not a study on hell. For a complete Biblical examination of hell
see the book.. A Biblical Examination of Hell by Dr. Max D. Younce

This is a study on resurrections. We must examine however, the abode of
departed souls in order to see where a resurrection occurs from. For further
review, see the resurrection chart on the foldout page.

When Christ died on the Cross he told the thief he would be with him in
Paradise.

Christ also said, when he predicted his death, burial, and resurrection, that he
would be in the center of the earth.

Matthew 12:40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale’s
belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth

Since Christ was three days and nights in the heart of the earth, and he went to
Paradise, then we must assume, according to the Bible, Sheol, which is Hades,
was in the heart of the earth.

Hades had two compartments. One was Paradise, and the other was torment.
According to Luke 16:26 there was a great gulf ( a distance or barrier ) between
the Paradise side and the torment side of Hades.

RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

When the three days and nights were ended Christ made his appearance from
the grave. He became the first fruits of them that slept. That is, all of the Old
Testament saints, who had already died, and the first fruits of the New Testament
saints who were to die, including those who will die during the seven year
tribulation.

An Old Testament saint went to the Paradise side of Sheol upon death.
NOTE: The word Sheol is mistranslated as grave 29 times in the Old Testament.



All mankind will have a resurrection. It will be a resurrection unto eternal life
or eternal death.

It is guaranteed by the resurrection of Christ. In the meantime humanity awaits
their resurrection in a place called Sheol, in the Old Testament, and Hades, in the
Greek New Testament.

It will be the Cross, the blood of Christ, and the Word of God that judges which
resurrection a person will be in.

Everyone who died before the Cross went to Sheol. The saved went to Paradise,
the lost went to torment. According to Christ, they were in the heart of the earth.
Christ went to the paradise side when he died on the Cross.

Unlike mankind, Christ body did not suffer decay. When we die our body
begins to decay. Within three days the process has already begun. That is why
Christ rose from the grave in three days. After all, He was God in the flesh.

( Psalm 16:10 49:9 Acts 2:27 13:35)

Unfortunately, the Word of God becomes confused when ignorant or demonic
motivated men pervert the Word. Many claim Christ went to hell to pay for our
sins upon death. The Bible specifically states he went Paradise.

Many claim Hades is the same as hell and the final abode of the lost. At one
time both the saved and the lost were in Hades. ( Sheol )

Also, because the translators have mistranslated the word Sheol as grave over 29
times in the Old Testament, false doctrine exists. Many claim there is no life
after death, only the grave, or cessation of life.

Matthew 27:51-53 And behold the Veil of the temple was rent in twain from the
top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks were rent.
And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints that slept arose,
And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city,
and appeared unto many.

After Christ arose, many of the Old Testament saints arose and appeared in
Jerusalem to many. However, Christ had to rise first. “after his resurrection.”
Many of the Old Testament saints appeared, proving there is a resurrection.

PARADISE
The Bible called them saints. Therefore, they were saved and just. They are part
of the first resurrection. However, was this a resurrection? The Bible said they

rose from their graves and were seen by many.
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In the Old Testament salvation was attained in the same way it is in the New
Testament. By believing in the gospel. Christ died, was buried, and rose again,
for the forgiveness of sin.

The rich man wanted Lazarus to go tell his family they need to know about the
gospel. Of course he could not go. Nobody returns to this life. There is one
death. Everyone must die a physical death. { Romans 6:23 Hebrews 9:27 along
with1 Corinthians 15:12-41)

There is also a spiritual death, and that is separation from God for eternity. It is
called the second death and the second resurrection. Everyone is spiritually dead
until they trust Christ as their Savior.

Abraham and Lazarus believed the gospel and went to Paradise. The rich man
did not, and went to torment.

Paradise is no longer in Hades. After Christ was glorified and ascended into
heaven, he took Paradise with him. ( Acts 1:9 Ephesians 4:8)

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4 that he was caught up into the third heaven,
“into paradise.”

Paradise is no longer in the heart of the earth. { Sheol, Hades )} It is in heaven.
The Old Testament saints who were there because they believed in the gospel are
now in heaven

THE FIRST RESURRECTION
Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection;
on such the second hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of

Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

The word ‘part’ in verse six is from the Greek word ‘meros’ and it means to
receive as an allotment, to share in, a division.

Paradise has taken their part in the first resurrection. They have taken their
allotment, and shared in the resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:23 But every man in his own order: Christ the first fruits;
afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.

The word for ‘order’ is the Greek word ‘tagma’, and it means a troop, division,
company.
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1 Corinthians 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead and become the
first fruits of them that slept.

Christ the first fruits. Every man in his own order. Afterward, they that are
Christ’s at his coming.

Matthew states that many of the Old Testament saints rose from the grave and
were seen in Jerusalem. They had a resurrection. A resurrection does not mean
they came back to life. It means they received a new body. In most cases in the
New Testament the Greek word for resurrection is ‘anastasis,” and it means a
standing up again, to rise from the dead.

However, that does not completely explain the meaning of the word. The
resurrection is more than that.

Paul explains the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:35-50. He compares the
resurrection to planting seeds. The simple matter is, we must die physically, lose
our earthly bodies, and receive new bodies that will be eternal.

When we die and leave this earth, we do not quit existing, we simply lose our old
bodies. The naturally sinful bodies we live in on this earth are not allowed in the
eternal presence of God. For those who are not saved, the naturally sinful bodies
we live in could not survive the fires of hell.

In Leviticus 23:9-22 we see the order of the feasts of the harvest. Israel was to
observe these feasts annually.

1. The feast of first fruits. 9-14. This was symbolic of Christ the first fruits, and
was fulfilled at his resurrection.

2. The wave offerings. 15-21 The wave loaves were the feast of the full harvest.
They were symbolic of the second part of the first resurrection, which we call the
rapture of the church. It began on the day of Pentecost, so did the church age.
There were two loaves, which is symbolic of the church being made up of Jew
and Gentile.

3. The gleanings. 22 The third part of the first resurrection will take place at the
end of the seven year tribulation. The gleaning is symbolic of this resurrection.

We have already seen the fulfillment of the feast of first fruits. The next part is
soon to take place.

The Old Testament saints ini Paradise were not dead, they were alive and
awaiting their new bodies. Physical death is not the end.
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THE WAVE LOAVES

The second part of the first resurrection will be the church. The church age is a
different dispensation in the plan of God. Paul calls it the dispensation of the
grace of God. ( Eph. 3:2)

In this dispensation salvation is the same as any dispensation. Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be saved. This dispensation will end with the
church being gathered together in the air.

The church will have their part in the first resurrection, in their own order.

Most people call this the rapture of the church. The most familiar verses
pertaining to this event are....( 1 Corinthians 15:51,52 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 )

However, there are many other Scripture references that have to do with the
rapture of the church. We will look at a few, however, we must remember that
Daniel 12:2 and John 5:28,29 are not in reference to the rapture, they refer to a
resurrection in general.

The church and the church age were a mystery to the Old Testament saints. A
mystery means ‘a truth concealed until the time revealed.” The mystery of the
church was not revealed until after Pentecost.

1 Corinthians 15:51,52 Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep;
but we shall all be changed,

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality.

The first thing we notice are the words, “Behold I show you a mystery.” Paul
was, for the first time, revealing the truth of the rapture, to the church at
Corinth. These words, divinely inspired by the Holy Spirit, and written for, not
only the Church at Corinth, but the entire church.

There are three questions we must address concerning this mystery. They are....
1. When will this event take place? 2. How will it take place? 3. And why will it
take place?

We must remember that the church age and the rapture are no longer a mystery.
All of the New Testament truths are now revealed in the complete Word of God.
The Bible, which is the Word of God, was complete around 95 A.D. with the book
of Revelation. Now we have a complete account of God’s plan for the ages.

13



HOW, WHEN, WHY

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so them also who sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them who are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise
first;

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 Behold I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep;
but we shall all be changed,

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality.

The previous verses will answer most of our questions. There are many other
portions of Scripture that deal with the rapture, even though some are brief. The
following is a list of some... ( Romans 8:1-39 Ephesians 1:3-14 Colossians 1:12-
14 2 Thessalonians 2:1,2 Titus 2:13 )

How.. When the rapture takes place, the Lord will descend from heaven,
bringing with him all those who have trusted Christ as Savior and died. ‘sleep in
Jesus’ They will receive their new bodies in an instant.

Then, the saved who are alive at that time will receive their new bodies, and will
ascend to meet the Lord and the others in the air.

Please notice, “them also who sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” They are
in heaven, and with the Lord, even though they have not received their bodies.

They will receive their bodies first. ... “that we who are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord shall not prevent ( precede ) them who are asleep.”

“ .the dead in Christ shall rise first;..”

The entire church will be gathered together at one time. Those who are alive at
the time will be gathered together with those who have died.

o Thessalonians 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him.
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When it is time for the church to be gathered together, those who are alive on
the earth will hear a shout. It will be the voice of God, saying, “Come.” There
may even be the sound of a trumpet. We do not know, except, it will be a distinct
sound. Those who have died in Christ will come with him in the air. They will
receive their new bodies first, then those who are alive will be changed, then we
will meet them in the air.

The Lord will have his church together as one. The church will not have
separate resurrections as some believe. The church is called the bride and the
body of Christ. The Lord will not take a broken body or half a bride. It will be
complete. ( Romans 12:4,5 1 Corinthians 10:16,17 12:13,27 Ephesians 1:10

4:4,12 5:30)

It will be in an instant. The lost will not see the rapture. In 1 Corinthians 1:51,52
there are two words that need to be defined. They are the words ‘moment,” and,
‘twinkling.’

Twinkling = Grk. Rhipe ... a jerk of the eye. A jerk of the eye is 11/100 of a
second. The lost world will not see the rapture of the church.

Moment = Grk. Atomos ... Indivisible, uncut. The church will not be divided.
The Greek word atomos is where scientist got the English word atom. Originally,
scientists thought the atom was un-divisible, not able to be split.

WHEN.. We do not know when the rapture takes place. We only know it will
take place before the seven year tribulation begins. In answering the question
when, we will also answer the question why, or much rather, the Bible will
answer these questions.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 Paul explains to the church at Thessalonica that they
had not missed the rapture of the church, and they were not going into the
tribulation, or the time of God’s wrath.

He then explains to them, and us, how this time period in history will begin to
unravel.

The following is a verse by verse account of the unfolding future events.

2:1 The gathering together of the church; the rapture.
2:2,3 The day of the Lord ( the day of Christ is a mistranslation ) will not come
unless there come the falling away first. The day of the Lord is the Old Testament

promise of the Lord’s wrath upon the earth. The falling away comes from the
Greek word ‘apostasia,” which has various meanings, one of which is, departure.
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The Greek dictionary defines apostasia as a ‘standing off.” Some claim it is a
departure from the faith. The context however, is the gathering of the church
prior to the tribulation. The departure is the departure of the church.

2:3,4 The falling away, the gathering of the church, must take place first. Then
the man of sin will be revealed. This is the antichrist of Revelation. He will be a
manifestation of satan. ( ref. Also 2:8-12)

2:5-7 However, before the antichrist is revealed, the Holy Spirit will be removed.
The Holy Spirit is the ‘with-holder’ of verse six. He is also the, ‘one who now
letteth,’ in verse seven.

The ‘Withholder’ means the same as restrainer. The Holy Spirit is the restrainer
of sin and ungodliness. He is the one who convicts us of our sin. Without the
Holy Spirit in the world today, things would be absolutely chaotic.

In verse seven the word ‘letteth’ means to hinder. The Holy Spirit is the one
who hinders the working of satan and his demons.

Before the antichrist will be revealed, the Holy Spirit will be removed. If the
Holy Spirit is removed, so is the church. Jesus Christ said the Holy Spirit would
be in, and with, every believer. He also said the Holy Spirit would “abide with
you forever.”

If the Holy Spirit is removed, so is the church of Christ. He will never leave the
saved, born again, child of God. ( John 14:16,17,26)

When will the rapture take place? Just before the seven year tribulation begins.

WHY? Why will the church be removed before the tribulation begins? As we
have already stated, rather the Bible has stated, The Holy Spirit will be removed.
The Holy Spirit will be removed in order to allow satan to have free reign upon
the earth and it’s inhabits. If the Holy Spirit is removed, so is the church.

The seven year tribulation is Old Testament prophecy that is yet to be fulfilled.
It is a time of judgement which God has predetermined upon the earth and it’s
inhabitants. Itis called the wrath of God.

The church is not that part of Old Testament prophecy. Concerning the church
and the tribulation God says .......

1 Thessalonians 1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from the wrath to come.

1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath but to obtain
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.
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The church is not appointed to the wrath. The wrath, or the wrath to come, is a
time of judgement upon all the earth. But not the church

The tribulation will last for seven years. ( Daniel 9:24-27) It is also called, “The
time of Jacob’s trouble.” ( Jeremiah 30:7) Throughout the Old Testament it is
called “that day,” and “the day of the Lord.” ( read Isaiah 13:6-)

It is also called “a day of wrath.” It is literally a wrath to come. ( Zephaniah
1:1-18)

The church is not appointed to the wrath to come.

At the rapture of the church the second part, or order, of the first resurrection is
complete. The third part is soon to take place.

In the book of Revelation in chapters four and five, we see a scene of the church
in heaven receiving their crowns and rewards. The church has been raptured,
the Holy Spirit has been removed, and the day of wrath is ready to begin.

In Revelation 6:1-16 the first six of the seven seals are opened. This is the first
half of the seven year tribulation. ( 3 %2 years )

Revelation 6:9,10 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar
the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for their testimony
which they held.

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost
thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?

In heaven we see those who died in Christ during the first half of the seven year
tribulation. They are under the protection of our altar, Jesus Christ. His blood
paid for their sins.

They are asking how long before the tribulation is over because they are looking
forward to receiving their glorified bodies. They are awaiting the conclusion of
the earths judgement. The answer to them was.........

Revelation 6:11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was
said unto them that they should rest yet a little season, until their fellow
servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be

fulfilled.

The answer was that they were to wait until those who were to die during the
last half of the tribulation was complete.

At the end of the seven years, the third part of the first resurrection will take
place. The wrath of God is about to be complete at the battle of Armageddon.
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Those who are in heaven come with the Lord Jesus Christ. They are called his
army. ( Revelation 19:11-18 Matthew 24:29-31 Joel 2:1-11 )

NOTE: There will not really be a battle. The Lord will defeat them with the word
of his mouth.

Next, the beast and false prophet will be cast into the lake of fire, ( Revelation
19:20 ) then the entire lost humanity will be cast into lake of fire also. ) Rev.
19:20,21 Matthew 25:31-41)

This will be the first time anyone is in the lake of fire. It will be at the end of the
tribulation. Anyone who dies in their sins today goes directly into Hades, or
Sheol.

The Lord Jesus Christ is about ready to set up the thousand year kingdom. It
will not be inhabited by the lost. ( Matthew 25:31-46 )

It is time for the third part of the first resurrection. Those who have lost their
lives for their testimony for Christ during the tribulation will have their
resurrection. Those who were under the altar and waiting, and the ones who
died during the second half will have their resurrection and serve with Christ in
his kingdom, along with the church. ( Revelation 6:9-11 with Revelation 20:4 )

The ones who go into the kingdom will be sheep and the ones on the Lords
right hand in Matthew 25:33,34.

THE TWO WITNESSES

Revelation 11:11 And after three days and a half, the spirit of life from God
entered into them, and they stood upon their feet, and great fear fell upon
them who saw them.

During the first half of the seven year tribulation two witnesses will lead many to
Christ. Undoubtedly, they will lead the 144,000 to Christ, and 144,000 will lead
many more.

The antichrist will have enough of their testimony and put them to death. They
will have a resurrection and ascend into heaven. One cannot enter heaven in this
present body of sin. Therefore, they will receive a new body and ascend into
heaven and the world will see it. ( Revelation 11:3-13 these are the two that
Zechariah saw in Zechariah 4:2-14 )

It would be foolish to assume that the first resurrection will be one event and
everyone will be involved at the same time. The Bible specifically describes
different events for the first resurrection. Even in the middle of the seven year
tribulation with the resurrection of two men.
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RESURRECTION OF ISRAEL

When the third part of the first resurrection takes place, another miraculous
event takes place at the same time. Israel will be reborn as a nation. This is what
Peter thought was taking place on the day of Pentecost.

Those who are under the altar will be resurrected with those who died during
the last half of the tribulation. They will reign with Christ for one thousand
years, along with the church. ( Revelation 20:4 )

Since the kingdom was a promise made to Israel, Christ will keep his promise.
However, every saved, born again believer, will have a share in the kingdom. The
saved Jew who dies before the church age, and those who die during the
tribulation will be a part of the nation of Israel who take a part in the kingdom.

NOTE: Many believe that when Christ rose from the grave and many Old
Testament saints rose with him, not all of them had a resurrection. Those who
have not received their resurrected bodies, will do so when Israel is reborn.

Nevertheless, Israel, as a nation will finally inherit the promised kingdom.
There are many references to the kingdom in the Old Testament., The reference
to the two resurrections in Daniel 12:2 and John 5:28,29 are in reality Old
Testament prophecy. They do not reflect the rapture of the church since the
rapture was a mystery. ( 1 Corinthians 15:51)

The church age, the church, and the rapture of the church, were a mystery to the
0Ol1d Testament saints.

Isaiah 26:19 Thy dead men shall ive, together with my dead body shall they
arise, Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust; for thy dew is like the dew of
herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.

In this portion of Scripture Isaiah is referring to the rebirth of Israel when they
are gathered in the kingdom. ( read Isaiah 26:16-21)

In Ezekiel chapter thirty seven the Lord showed Ezekiel a vision of the rebirth of
Israel as a nation. He saw a valley full of dry bones. ( vs. 1,2) The Lord spoke to
the bones. ( vs. 3-5 ) Ezekiel saw flesh come upon the bones and they came to
life. ( vs. 6-10 )

NOTE: There are many types of New Testament truths in the Old Testament. It
is ironic that the New Testament truth of the rebirth of the christian is a type of
the rebirth of Israel as a nation. It is the Holy Spirit that has a major part in the
new birth.
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Ezekiel was told to prophesy upon the dry bones. As he did, flesh came upon
the bones. Then the wind brought breath into the dry bones, until, finally, there
was a great multitude of people.

Then the vision was explained to Ezekiel.

Ezekiel 37:11-14 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel; behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost;
we are cut off for our parts.

Therefore, prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, O
my people, I will open your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.

And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up out of your graves,

And shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your
own land; then shall ye know that I, the Lord, have spoken it, and performed
it, saith the Lord.

The thousand year kingdom will begin with nothing but saved people. There
will be those who were resurrected and have new resurrected bodies, and those
who are alive physically.

There will be Jew and Gentile in the kingdom. However, the kingdom reign
upon the earth belongs primarily to Israel.

Israel is the woman of Revelation chapter twelve, who God divinely protects
from satan.

The 144,000 of Revelation chapters seven and fourteen are Jews.

The Israelite who has trusted Christ as Savior and has died, will reunite with
the saved Jew who is alive, and the ‘whole house’ of Israel will go into the
kingdom.

Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection;
on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

The thousand year kingdom is about ready to begin. The world has been
judged. The beast and false prophet have been cast into the lake of fire. The lost
world that survived the seven year tribulation has been judged and cast into the
lake of fire also.

Satan has been chained in the bottomless pit for one thousand years, during the
kingdom.

Most of all, the first resurrection is complete. The second resurrection, called
the second death, and the resurrection unto damnation, will take place after the
thousand years.

After the thousand years are ended, satan will be loose for a short time.
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After one thousand years of a perfect government under the Lord Jesus Christ, a
multitude will follow satan to the final battle. Once again Jerusalem and the Jew will be
the focus of the old devil.

Just as the battle of Armageddon was no battle, neither will this be a battle. God will
send fire from heaven and they will be destroyed. ( Revelation 20:7-9 )

Satan will meet his final doom at this point and be cast into the lake of fire, where the
beast and false prophet are. You might say, they have been waiting for their leader to join
them in punishment.

It is now time for the second resurrection. The second death. The resurrection unto
eternal damnation. To those who had part in the first resurrection, blessed are they
indeed.

Hades, ( Sheol) is now emptied. Every man, woman, and chiid, throughout all history,
who has rejected salvation by grace through faith is gathered at their final judgement.

They will be gathered to stand before the Lord Jesus Christ at what will be called the
Great White Throne.

The books will be opened. Imagine, every thing we do is recorded. Everyone is held
accountable. We are all held accountable to ourselves. God does not force us to act in a
certain way, We cannot blame God for our actions.

Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire.

Everyone who is saved by faith in Christ is guaranteed that their name will not
be erased from the book of life,

Everyone who does not accept Christ as their Savior will find their names erased
upon death. At the great white throne judgement, they will be judged and cast
into the lake of fire. Satan, and the beast, and the false prophet, and all mankind
that was judged at the end of the tribulation, are waiting for them.

The fact is, they judge themselves. We all do. Christ died on the Cross to pay for

our sins. He was buried and rose again. All we must do is believe in, have faith
in, his finished work on Calvary.
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The following is a list of things this writer learned over the years. Some was what he learned
from others, and some he learned from hours of study. We hope the small amount of knowledge
we share will help students of the Bible along their path to understanding the Word of God.

The Bible was written over a period of 1500 years by some 40 different men from different walks
of life. Yet, the Bible is always in perfect harmony. The Bible is the Word of God divinely
inspired through the Holy Spirit. ( 2 Timothy 3:16,17 2 Peter 1:20,21 )

THNGS TO REMEMBER

There are some essentials we must keep in mind when studying the Bible. If we are to rightly
divide the word we must use simple common sense.

1. SALVATION AND SERVICE
Many times people get the gospel message fouled up because they do not know the difference
between salvation and service. Salvation is free by faith in Christ. There is no work involved.
Serving the Lord will cost something. Service takes effort.
Often times doctrine is confused because some preacher confused a passage that mentioned works
in conjunction with salvation and the preacher thought works and salvation went together.

Matthew 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find
rest unto your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

The Lord Jesus Christ said, in essence, stop trying to work your way to heaven. It is labor and
heavy laden. Come to Christ and trust him as Savior, he did all the work. When we do that Jesus
gives us rest.

Then he said to take his yoke and learn of him. That is service. The Bible student must learn to
distinguish between salvation and service

Often times when a passage of Scripture has to do with works, it is in reference to our service
which should cause an increase in the church. In most cases words are used to indicate a gain of
some kind, such as, ‘profit,” and, “fruit.” ( James 2:14 Titus 3:8 )
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THINGS TO REMEMBER cont.

All Scripture is prophecy..........
1. Literally - Christ is the Word and the center of all prophecy

2. Historically - The Cross is the center of all prophecy
3. Geographically - Jerusalem is the center of all prophecy
4. Symbolically - The temple is the center of all prophecy
THE LATE DR. M. R. DEHAAN SAID...
1. All Scripture has one primary interpretation - What it states is what it means
2. Most Scripture has a practical application - How do we apply it to our lives?

3. Much Seripture has a prophetical implication - How it fits into prophecy
This is found in the book entitled Daniel The Prophet by Dr. M. R. DeHaan

DETERMINING FALSE DOCTRINE
False doctrine will deny one of, or all of, the following.......
1. The deity of Christ - IE - Christ is Ged

2. Salvation by grace - They will deny salvation is free by faith in Christ, plus nothing,
3. The rapture of the church - They will deny the gathering of the church together.
THE CHRISTIAN AND THE NEW TESTAMENT

Most of the New Testament was written to the saved born again christian. As we study the
Scripture, we must keep in mind the following.......

1. The church and the church age were a mystery to the Old Testament saints. That mystery
began to unfold on the day of Pentecost. With the completion of the New Testament, there is no
more mystery. The word mystery is used some 27 times in the New Testament, and it means, * a
truth concealed until the time revealed.’

The truth about the church, Jew and Gentile saved alike, the rapture, and so forth, were in the
Old Testament, but were concealed. In the New Testament they are revealed.

We must remember this truth when comparing the Old and New Testament.

If we fail to remember this truth about the mysteries of the New Testament, there is a chancé of
not understanding how the New Testament and the Old Testament fit together.

However, together, they complete the Word of God, and it is in perfect harmony.
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The mystery concerning the church age is
A. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit

B. Jew and Gentile alike are grafted into the church as one body
C. The church is one with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
D. The church will be raptured together at one time, inseparabie.

( ref. Romans 16:24-27 1 Corinthians 2:7,8 15:51,52 Ephesians 3:1-12 6:19 Colossians 4:3
1 Peter 1:3-12)

THE CHRISTIAN AND SIN

We must never forget that the reason Christ died on the Cross is for the sins of humanity. We
were born sinners and we will be sinners until the day we die.

When we trust Christ as our Savior we are forgiven our sins as far as our salvation is
concerned.. This does not mean we are not sinners and cannot sin. ( ref. Romans 7:15-25 )

Therefore, the New Testament was written to the saved christian for our admonition, We are
reminded of our.......

A. Past condition. In our past condition we were lost without Christ and separated from God.
( Ref. Ephesians 2:11-13 )

B. Present position. We now children of God, saved, and the promise of a future home in heaven
with Christ for all eternity. ( 1 Peter 1:4,5) However, we still have our old nature, which is still
sinful.  Therefore, our present position mingles with our past condition. Hence the major
doctrines of the New Testament admonish us to live a godly life,

C. Our future transition. This will take place when we leave this earthly body and go home to be
with the Lord. We are reminded to look forward to this future event, as we 2o through this life.
( Titus 2:13)

When we read Bible doctrines that seem to suggest we must live as though we might fail and lose
our salvation, we must remember we are being reminded of our, past condition, present position,
and future transition.

1t is the difference between salvation and service.

It is not our salvation we are in danger of losing, it is our blessings, rewards, and divine
protection,
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BIBLE TYPES

TYPE .. A person, object, or event, of Old Testament history, prefiguring some person or thing in
the new dispensation.

That by which something is symbolized or prefigured; To prefigure or foreshadow as a type; To
represent in prophetic similitude,

There are many types in the Old Testament. There are types of Christ, such as Joseph and
Maoses.,

Antiochus Epiphanes was a type of the antichrist. He was prophesied about in Daniel, and
mentioned by Josephus in his Antiguities of the Jews.

This is in no way an in depth study of types, however, it may be helpful to some in Bible study,

EGYPT .. ‘The captivity of Israel in Egypt was a type of mankind lost in sin. When we are lost
without forgiveness and separated from God, we are in Egypt.

Israel, like many people who are saved out of Egypt, find it difficult to serve the Lord by faith,
and wish they were back in Egypt. Ref. Exodus 16:3 17:3

THE RED SEA .. A type of being saved out of Egypt. The sea is made of water which is a type of
the Word of God. Ref. John 3:5-7 15:3 Ephesians 5:26 1John 5:5-8

The red represents the blood of Christ which covers the sin of all those who put their trust in
him as their Savior. 1 Peter 1:19 1John 5:8 Revelation 1:5 12:11

THE WILDERNESS .. A type of the Christian testing ground. We are all put in the wilderness
after we are saved. If we fail to serve Christ by faith, we may wander in the wilderness our entire
Christian life, just as Israel did. Ref. Deuteronomy chapter one with Hebrews three and four.

CANAAN .. Canaan was the promised land. Tt was, and is not, eternal life in heaven as some
suppose. Had Israel believed in, and trusted God, they would have entered Canaan. Canaan is
where we dwell when we serve Christ by faith. Ref. Leviticus 18:3 Joshua 14

BABYLON .. A type of the Christian being in bondage to false religion. Israel, as our example,
fell into ido]l worship and failed to serve God in truth. Because of that, they were taken captive
into Babylon and lost fellowship with God.

Israel's failure, and ours... ref. Isaiah 1:10-17 3:12-15 65:1-6

The result .... Ref. 2 Chronicles 36:14-21 with Jeremiah 25:9-12

ISRAEL AS A TYPE OF THE CHURCH ... REF Acts 7:34-44 1 Corinthians 10:1-11  Hebrews
3:1-19

Istael became an exampie. We are told to beware of following the example of Israel.

Ironically, Just as Israel is an exampie of the church in the Old Testament, the New Testament c'hurch is
an example of Israel in the kingdom. The new birth is a type of the rebirth of Israel. Pentecost is a type

of Israel going into the kingdom.
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A Different Kind of Prayer

Heavenly Father, Help us remember that
the jerk who cut us off in

traffic last night is a single mother who
worked nine hours that day and was rushing
home to cook dinner, help with

homework, do the laundry and spend a few
precious moments with her children.

Help us to remember that the pierced,

tattooed, disinterested

young man who can't make change correctly is a
worried 19-year-old college student,

balancing his apprehension

over final exams with his fear of not

getting his student loans for next semester.

Remind us, Lord, that the scary

looking bum, begging for money in

the same spot every day (who really ought to

get a job!) is a slave to addictions

that we can only imagine in our worst nightmares.

Help us to remember that the oid

couple walking annoyingly slow

through the store aisles and blocking our
shopping progress are savoring this
moment, knowing that, based on

the biopsy report she got back last week,
this will be the last year that they

go shopping together.

Heavenly Father, remind us each day

that, of all the gifts

you give us, the greatest gift is love. It is not

enough to share that love with those we hold

dear. Open our hearts not just to those who are close
to us but to all humanity.

Let us be slow to judge and quick to forgive.

Bless us with patience, empathy and love.

AMEN!



On the first week of April, 2003, a sandstorm hit Iraq. The U.S. troops had
just started their invasion of [raq. The following was placed on the internet
by a few soldiers who were there.

Title ... God’s goodness is not evident until after the storm.
Date ... April 12, 2003

I am sure all of you have heard about the sandstorm in Iraq on Tuesday and
Wednesday ( the first week of April ). The worst in 100 years, some say,
and the drenching rain that followed the next day. Our troops were bogged
down and couldn’t move effectively.

The media was already wondering if the troops were in a “quagmire” and
the dire predictions of doom and gloom came from the left wing media.

What they didn’t report was that yesterday, after the weather had cleared,
the Marine group that was mired the worse, looked out at the plain they were
about to cross. What did they see? Hundreds, if not thousands, of anti-
tank and anti-personnel mines had been uncovered by the wind and then
washed off by the rain. If they had proceeded as planned, many lives would
have been undoubtedly been lost.

As it was, they simply drove around them and let the demolition team
destroy them.

Praise be to his mighty name! Thank you God, for protecting our young
men and women!

One person once asked George Washington if he thought God was on his
side? His reply was reported to be, “It is not that God should be on our side,
but that we should be on his.”

Isn’t it funny how some people will lie, cheat, and steal to have their own
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Did you see in the news last week where
The A C L U doesn't want any crosses

on Federal Property? Well,Duh!

|
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The Perfect Church

If you could find the perfect church
Without one fault or smear
For goodness sake, don't join that church
You'd spoil the atmosphere.

But since no perfect church exists
Where pecple never sin
Let's cease looking for that church
And love the one we're in!



- The Lagt T & Testament
of Jesus Christ

I, Jesus Christ, being of sound mind and resurrected body,
do hereby establish a New Covenant, whereby:
I

People of every nation, every race, tribe, and tengue may
call upon the name of the lord to receive abundant mercy and
forgiveness, that the guilt of their sins may be lifted from
them, rolled away, and never again remembered or mentioned in
the courts of Heaven, that no charge may evér be made against
God's elecrt.

I1.
That they may receive the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit,
known also as the Helper and the Comforter, Who will guide them
into all truth, Who will reveal to them the things freely given
to them by God, Who will empower them to serve, to love, and to
lay down their lives, and to be witnesses of Me to the ends of

the earth. LT

Furthermore, My Father and I will dwell with them, never to leave

or forsake' them, and We will put,our laws into their minds and
write them on their hearts, and they shall, at an appointed time,
enter inte the glory of God on the shores of the River of Life,
which flows from our throne, and they shall eat of the Tree of Life,
and shall see My face, and T will give them a new name, and they
shall be My people, and I shall be their God forever and ever,

joy overflowing and life unending. Amen.

(signed) {(Executor) THE SPIRIT OF GOD

J- esus (_}!Y g

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16

Ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. John 16:24

1, the undersigned, do hereby acknowledge and receive the benefits and provisiqns of_thls covenant.h_For‘
i';lrther information concerning this great inheritance, [ will give earnest consideration to the teachings

contained in the Holy Bible, the Word of God.

Signed



GENERAL BLACK JACK PERSHING

Born September 13" near Laclede, MS.
Died July 15™ in Washington D.C.

Highlights of his life inchude......

1891 Prof. Of military science and tactics- University of
Nebraska

1898 Serves in the Spanish- American war
1901  Awarded rank of Captain

1906 Promoted to rank of Brigadier General
1909 Military Governor of Moro Province,
Philippines

1916 Made Major General

1919 Promoted to General of the Armies
1921 Appointed Chief of Staff

1924 Retires from active duty

Education West Point

Just before World War 1, there were a number of terrorist
Attacks on the United States forces in the Philippines by
Muslim extremists.

So, General Pershing captured 50 terrorists and had them
Tied to posts for execution. He then had his men bring in two pigs slaughtered them in
front of the horrified terrorists. Muslims detest pork because they believe pigs are filthy
animals. Some of them refuse to eat it, while others won’t even touch pigs at all, nor any
of their by-products. To them, eating or touching a pig, it’s meat, it’s blood, ete, is to
be instantly barred from paradise ( and those virgins ) and doomed to hell. The soldiers
then soaked their bullets in the pigs blood, and proceeded to execute 49 of the terrorists
by firing squad. -

The soldiers then dug a big hole, dumped in the terrorists bodies, and covered them in
pigs blood, entrails, and etc. They let the 50 man go. And for the next forty-two years,
there was not a single Muslim extremist attack anywhere in the world.

Maybe it is time for this segment of history to repeat itself? Maybe in Iraq? The
question is, where do we find another Black Jack Pershing?
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